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25 June 2009

Paul Gough  

Team Leader, Local Plans West

Development Department
The Leonardo Building

2 Rossington Street 

Leeds 

LS2 8HD 

Dear Paul   

Local Development Framework (LDF) – West Leeds Gateway Area Action Plan 
The Regional Planning Body (RPB) welcomes the opportunity to comment on the West Leeds Gateway Area Action Plan document and to continue its involvement in the development of a coherent spatial planning framework for the region. The comments offered in this letter are intended to be within the spirit of continued and productive joint working.

At this stage, the RPB’s response to the consultation document is a set of comments aimed at highlighting where issues related to general conformity with the Regional Spatial Strategy might arise. When the DPD is published prior to being submitted to the Secretary of State a formal RPB view on its general conformity with the Regional Spatial Strategy will need to be requested (Regulation 29, 2008).

The following comments are made in relation to the current RSS – The Yorkshire and Humber Plan, which was issued by the Secretary of State in May 2008. The Yorkshire and Humber Plan aims to achieve a more sustainable pattern and form of development, investment and activity across the region, putting a greater emphasis on matching needs across the region with opportunities and managing the environment as a key resource. There is a particular emphasis on achieving the regeneration and renaissance of the region’s city and town centres by making them the focus for housing, employment, shopping, leisure, education, health and cultural activities and facilities in the region.

General 

As you know, the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 introduced mechanisms to help ensure that Development Plan Documents (DPDs) drawn up by local authorities as part of the Local Development Framework (LDF) are in general conformity with the Regional Spatial Strategy (RSS). The intention is to ensure that DPDs are contributing to the delivery of the RSS and that the two strands of the Development Plan for an area (the RSS and DPDs) are mutually supportive and not in conflict. The RSS (2008) has an important role in providing a strategic policy context for local policies. Therefore the need for there to be ‘general conformity’ between the RSS and the Development Plan Document should be explained at the start of this document. 
The RPB welcomes the reference made to RSS (2008) and the regional policy context which is set out at the start of the document.  The RPB is encouraged that paragraph 2.4 addresses the importance of the Area Action Plan in terms of having a key role in addressing strategic priorities as set out in Policy LCR2 D in RSS (2008); such as improving the quality and capacity of public transport links along the Leeds-Bradford corridor and investing in housing market renewal. 
It would also be worth highlighting that the RSS (2008) identifies Leeds as a Regional City.  Policy YH4 of RSS (2008) provides for Regional Cities to be the prime focus for housing, employment, shopping, leisure, education, health and cultural activities and facilities in the region.
Paragraph 3.8.1 of the document states that twelve sites for housing development have been identified in the WLGAAP area, with a total estimated capacity of 790 dwellings. The RPB feels that it would be helpful to make reference to Table 12.1 in RSS (2008) which sets Leeds a target of 4300 annual average net additions to the dwelling stock between 2008-2026.
The RPB is surprised that the issue of affordable housing has not been covered in the Area Action Plan. The Regional Housing Strategy 2005 identifies affordable housing need in the Leeds district as being “medium” compared to other parts of the region. Policy H4 of RSS states that LDFs should set targets for the amount of affordable housing to be provided. Provisional estimates of the proportion of new housing that may need to be affordable in Leeds are between 30-40%. 

I trust that the comments provided here, are helpful to you as you continue to prepare the Area Action Plan for submission. Clearly we wish to see the Area Action Plan developing in general conformity with the Regional Spatial Strategy.  Please do not hesitate to get in touch if anything is not clear. We look forward to working with you further on your Area Action Plan and to commenting on the final document in due course. 
Yours sincerely
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Jenny Poxon 

Head of Service, Planning Delivery and Conformity

Please note: from 1 April 2009 officers supporting the work of the Joint Regional Board, the new Regional Planning Body, will work in LGYH; please amend your contact databases accordingly
18 King Street, Wakefield, WF1 2SQ   
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